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No. 8. — Catalogue of the Mammals of Massachusetts : with a 
Critical Revision of the Species . By J. A. Allen. 

Tiie original design of the present catalogue was simply to contribute 
a few data concerning the distribution of the Mammals of New England ; 
but in order to explain certain views entertained by the writer in respect 
to the character of a number of currently received species, many critical 
notes were gradually incorporated, until finally it was thought best to ex- 
tend the paper so as also to embrace a systematic revision of the species. 
The catalogue is based mainly on observations made by myself at 
Springfield. In its faunal characteristics this locality does not differ 
much from those parts of the State lying east of the Connecticut River 
generally. A few species which occur only in the western mountainous 
portions have been included on data afforded chiefly by the official re- 
port on the Mammals of the State by the late Dr. Ebenezer Emmons, 
but in part as the result of observations and inquiries of my own re- 
cently made in that section. Respecting the marine species, I have 
consulted Captain N. E. Atwood, of Provincetown, a gentleman well 
known as a reliable observer, and whose forty years’ experience along 
our coast has rendered him very familiar with our larger marine Ver- 
tebrata. I have thus been able to add not a little to our knowledge of 
some of those species least known, and the most difficult to observe, of 
all our Mammalia. The great obligation I am under for his kind co- 
operation is fully evident from the valuable notes he has furnished on 
the Cetaceans. I am also greatly indebted to Professor E. D. Cope, of 
Philadelphia, to whom I transmitted the notes of Captain Atwood, for 
kindly identifying the species. 

Less attention seems to have been paid by our naturalists to the 
Mammals of the State than to the Birds, or several of the other classes 
of our animals. This may be owing to the greater difficulty of observ- 
ing and procuring the former, arising from either their scarcity or 
reclusive habits. 

The first general scientific notice of Massachusetts Mammalia seems 
to have been a simply nominal catalogue by Dr. Edward Hitchcock, 
published in his Report on the Geology, Mineralogy, Botany, and 
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Zoology of the State (pp. 52G, 527), in 18133, Forty-five species are 
there given, including the two Seals and three Cetaceans. To a few only 
are notes added respecting their relative abundance. Dr. Emmons’s 
first Report, under the Act of the Legislature of 1837 for a Natural 
History Survey of the State, was published in 1838. In 18-10 a second 
and final Report* was presented, containing the substance of the first, 
and considerably increased by additions. These Reports contain de- 
scriptions of all the land Mammalia then known to inhabit the State, 
with interesting notes on their habits and distribution, but nothing on 
the marine. The whole number of species given is forty-four, two of 
which ( Arvicola hirsuia = A. riparia , and A. albo-rufescens — A. 
riparia , albino) were erroneously described as new. Eliminating three 
that have since been reduced to synonymes ( Condylura macroura , 
S ciurus niger , Arvicola albo-rufescens) leaves forty-one as the number 
of valid species embraced in this report. The animal now known as 
Hespcromys leucopus Baird was described as Arvicola Emmonsii De 
Kay. Ou the whole, however, the work is remarkable for its accu- 
racy, aud, compared with those of most recent writers, for the small 
number of merely nominal species it contains. 

The only other special treatise on our Mammals is an article by Mr. 
E. A. Samuels, in the Ninth Annual Report of the State Board of 
Agriculture, f hi which thirty-nine species are described, excluding two 
merely nominal (a Blarina and Arvicola rufi dorsum), mainly from 
Massachusetts specimens in the State Cabinet of Natural History ; 
it also contains notes on their habits, and several woodcuts of the 
animals. Though not assuming to give all the species of the State, 
Mr. Samuels includes five or six described since the publication of 
Dr. Emmons’s Report, but omits several of that author that are 
not uncommon in certain sections of the State, as well as all the 
marine species. In Audubon and Bachman’s “A iviparous Quadru- 
peds of North America” (three volumes, Svo, 184G-1853) are 
numerous references to Massachusetts Mammals specimens of which 
were frequently furnished these authors by our well-known ornithol- 
ogist, Dr. T. M. Brewer, of Boston. But since the publication of 
Dr. Emmons’s Report, no one, excepting perhaps Dr. Brewer and 

* Beport on the Quadrupeds of Massachusetts. By Ebenezeu Emmons, M-D. 
1840. Svo. pp. 86. This is the edition cited in the following pages. 

t Agr. of Mass., 1801, pp. 137 - 191. 



